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SERMON XLVII.

The great Duty of Charity recommended.

I Cor. xiii. 8.

Charity never faikth,

NOTHING is more valuable and commendable, and

yet, not one duty is lefs pra6^ifed, than that of charity.

We often pretend concern and pity for the mifery and diflrefs

of our fellow-creatures, but yet we feldom commifcrate their

condition fo much as to relieve them according to our abi-

lities
J
but unlefs we alTift them with what they may iland in

need of, for the body, as well as for the foul, all our wifhes

are no more than w^ords of no value or regard, and are not

to be efteemed or regarded : for when we hear of any de-

plorable circumftance, in which our fellow-creatures are

involved, be they friends or enemies ; it is our duty, as

chriftians, to afTift them to the utmofl of our power.

Indeed, we are not, my brethren, to hurt ourfelves or our

families ; this is not that charity which i s fo much recom-

mended by St. Paul \ no, but if we are any ways capable of

relieving them vvithout injuring either ourfelves, or families,

then it is cur duty to do it ; and this never faileth, where it

proceeds from a right end, and with a right view.

St. Paul had been fhewing, in the preceding chapter, that

fpiritual gifts were divers ; that God had difpofed of one blcf-

fing to one, and another to another ; and though there was a

diverfity of blcfTings, God did not beftow them to one perfon,

but gave to one a bkffing which he denied to another, and
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gave a blefling, or a gift to the other which might make him

as eminent in one way, as the other's gift made him fo in an-

other : but though there are thefe divers fpiritual gifts, they

are all aivcn fcr fome wife end, even to profit withal, and to

that end they are thus diverfly beftowed. We are not, on the

one hand, to hide thofe gifts which God has given us: neither

are we, on the other, to be fo lavifh of them, as to fpend

them upon our lufts and pleafures, to fatisfy our fenfual appe-

tites, but they are to be ufed for the glory of God, and the

o-ood of immortal fouls. After he had particularly illuftrated

this, he comes to iliew, that all gifts, however great they

may be in themfelves, are of no value unlefs we have charity,

as you may fee particularly, by confidering from the begin-

ning of this chapter.

But before I go any further, I fhall inform you what the

apoftle means by charity -, and that is, Love ; if there is true

love, there will be charity ; there will be an endeavour to

affift, help, and relieve according to that ability wherev^'ith

God has bleiTed us : and, fince this is fo much recommended

by the apoftle, let us fee how valuable this charity is, and

how commendable in all thofe who purfue it. I fhall,

I. Confider this bleiling as relating to the bodies of men.

II. I fhall {hew how much more valuable it is, when re-

lating to the fouls of men.

III. Shall (hew you when your charity is of the right kind.

IV. Why this charity, or the grace of love, never faileth.

V. Shall conclude all, with an exhortation to high and

low, rich and poor, one with another, to be found in the

conftant pradlice of this valuable and commendable duty.

Firji^ I {hall confider this duty, as relating td the bodies of

fnen. And,
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I. O that the rich would confider how pJ-aife-vVorthy this

duty is, in helping their fellow -treatures! We were created t(>

be a help to each other; God has made no one fo indepen-

dent as not to need the affiftance of another ; the richeft and

moft powerful man upon the face of this earth, needs the help

and afTiftauce of thofe who are around him; and though he

may be great to-day, a thcufand accidents may make him as

low to-morrow
J
he that is rolling in plenty to-day, may be

in as much fcarcity to-morrow. If our rich men would be

more charitable to their poor friends and neighbours, it

would be a means of recommending them to the favour of

others, if Providence (hould frown upon them ; but alas, our

great men had much rather fpend their money in a playhoufe^

at a ball, an aflembly, or a mafquerade, than relieve a poor

diftrefTed fervant of Jesus Christ. They had rather fpend

their eftates on their hawks and hounds, on their whores, and

earthly, fenfual, devilifh pleafureSj than comfortj nourifh, or

relieve one of their diftrefTed fellow-creatures. What diffe-

rence is there between the king on the throne, and the beggar

on the dunghill, when God demands their breaths ? There
is no difference, my brethren, in the grave, nor will there

be any at the day of judgment. You will not be excufed

becaufe you have had a great eftate, a fine houfe, and lived in

all the pleafures that earth could afford you j no, thefe things

will be one means of your condemnation ; neither will you be

judged according to the largenefs of your eftate, but accord-

ing to the ufe you have made of it*

NoWj you may think nothing but of your pieafurfes and

delights, of living in eafe and plenty, and never confider how
many thoufands of your fellow-creatures would rejoice at

what you are making wafte of, and fetting no account by.

Let me bsfeech you, my rich brethren, to confider the poor

of the world, and how commendable and praife-worthy it is

to relieve thofe who are diftreffed. Confider, how pleafing

this is to Got), how delightful it is to rhan, and how many
prayers you will have put up for your welfare, by thofe per-

f^ns whom you relieve ; and let this be a confidcration to

fpare a little out of the abundance wherewith God has

P 3 bleiTed



[ 230 ]

bicfled you, or the relief of his poor. He could have placed

you in their low condition, and they in your high flate ; it

is only his good plcafure that has thus made the difFerence,

and fhall not this make you remember your diftrefTed fellow-

creatures ?

Let me befeech you to confider, which will ftand you beft

at the day of judgment, fo much money expended at a horfe-

race, at a cockpit, at a play or mafquerade, or fo much given

for the relief of your fellow-creatures, and for the diftrefild

members of Jesus Christ.

I befeech you, that you would confider how valuable and

commendable this duty is : do not be angry at my thus ex-

horting you to that duty, which is fo much recommended by

Jesus Christ himfelf, and by all his apoftles : 1 fpeak par-

ticularly to you, my rich brethren, to intreat you to confider

thofe that are poor in this world, and help them from time to

time, as their neceility calls for it. Confider, that there is a

curfe denounced againft the riches of thofe, who do not thus

do good with them; namely, " Go to now you rich men,

weep and howl for your miferies that (hall come upon you ;

your riches aie corrupted, your garments are moth-eaten,

your gold and filver is cankered, and the ruft of them (hall

be a witnefs againft you, and fhall eat your flefti, as it were

fire
;
ye have heaped your treafure together for the laft day."

You fee the dreadful wue pronounced againft all thofe who
hoard up the abundance of the things of this life, without re-

lieving the diftrefles of thofe who are in want thereof: and

the apoftle y^w^i goes on alfo to fpeak againft thofe who have

acquired eftates by fraud, as too many have in thefe days,

" Behold the hire of the labourers, which have reaped down
your fields, which is by you kept back by fraud, crieth ; and

the cries of them who have reaped, are entered into the ears

of the Lord God of Sabbaoth. Ye have lived in pleafure

on the earth, and been wanton ;
ye have nourifhed your

hearts, as in a day of flaughter." Thus, if you go on to

live after the luft of the flefli, to pamper your bellies, and

make them a God, while the poor all round you are ftarving,

5 God
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God will make thefe things a witnefs againll you, which

fhall be as a wormto your fouls, and gnaw your confciences

to all eternity ; therefore, let me once more recommend cha-

rity unto the bodies of men, and befeech you to remember

what the blefied Lord Jesus Christ has promifed unto

thofe who thus love his members, that *' as they have done

it to the lead of his members, they have done it unto him."

I am not now fpeaking for myfelf j I am not recommend-

ing my little flock in Georgia to you ; then you might fay, as

many wantonly do, that I wanted the money for myfelf ; rio,

my brethren, I am now recommending the poor of this land

to you, your poor neighbours, poor friends, yea, your poor

enemies ; they are whom I am now fpeaking for ; and when

I fee fo many ftarving in the ftreets, and almoft naked, my
bov/els are moved with pity and concern, to confider, that

many in whofe power it is, to lend their aflifting hand, fhou'.d

fhut up their bowels of companion, and will not relieve their

fellow-creatures, though in the moH deplorable condition for

the want thereof.

As I have thus recommended charity particularly to the

rich among you 3 fo now I would,

2. Secondly^ Recommend this to another fet of people among

us, who, inftead of being the moft forward in a£ts of cha-

rity, are commonly the moft backward ; I mean the clergy of

this land.

Good God ! how amazing is the confideration, that thofe,

whom God has called out to labour in fpiritual things, (hould

be fo backward in this duty, as fatal experience teacheth.

Our clergy (that is the generality thereof) are only fceking

after preferment, running up and down, to obtain one be-

nefice after another; and to heap up an eftate, either to

fpend on the pleafures of life, or to gratify their fenfual ap-

petites, while the poor of their flock are forgotten ; nay,

worfe, they are fcorned, hated, and difdained,
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I am not now, my brethren, fpeaking of all the clergy;

no, blefled be God, there are fome among them, u'ho abhor

fuch proceedings, and are willing to relieve the nrcefTitous

;

but God knows, thefe are but very few, wh.le many take

no thought of the poor among them.

They can vifit the rich and the great, but the poor they

cannot bear in their fight ; they are forgetful, wilfully forget-

ful of the poor members of Jesus Christ.

They have gone out of the old paths, and turned into a

new polite way, but which is not warranted in the word of

God : they are funk into a fine way of ading; but as fine as

it is, it was not the pracSlice of the apcflles, or of the chrifti-

ans in any age of the church : for they vifited and relieved

ihe poor among them ; but how rare is- this among us, how
feldom do we find charity in a clergyman ?

'It is with grief I fpcak thefe things, but woful experience

is a witnefs to the truth thereof : and if all the clergy of this

land were here, I would tell them boldly, that they did not

keep in the ways of charity, but were remifs in their duty ;

inftead of " felling all and giving to the poor," they will not

fell any thing, nor give at all to the poor.

3. Thirdly, I would exhort you who are poor, to be cha-

ritable to one another.

Though you may not have money, or the things of this

life, to beftow upon one another
;

yet you may afTift them,

by comforting, and advifing them not to be difcouraged

though they are low in the world ; or in ficknefs you may
help them according as you have time or ability : do not

be unkind to one another : do not grieve, or vex, cr be

angry with each other , for this is giving the world an advan-

tage over you.

And if God ftirs up any to relieve you, do not make an
ill ufe of what his providence, by the hands of fome chriftian,.
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hath beftowecl upon you ; be always humble and wait on
God ; do not murmur or repine, if you fee any relieved and

you are not ; ftill wait on the Lord, and help one another,

according to your abilities, from time to time.

Having Ihewed you how valuable this is to the bodies of

men, I now proceed.

Secondly^ To (hew you how much more valuable this charity

is, when it extends to the fouls of men.

And is not the foul more valuable than the body ? It would

be of no advantage, but an infinite difadvantage, to obtain all

the world, if we were to lofe our fouls. The foul is of infinite

value, and of infinite concern, and, therefore, we fhould ex-

tend our charity whenever we fee it needful, and likevvife

fhould reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all godlinefs and

love.

We fhould, my dear brethrien, ufe all means and opportu-

nities for the falvation of our own fouls, and of the fouls of

others. We may have a great deal of charity and concern for

the bodies of our fellow-creatures, when we have no thought,

or concern, for their immortal fouls : But O how fad is it, to

have thought for a mortal, but not for the immortal part; to

have charity for the body of our fellow-creatures, while we
have no concern for their immortal fouls ; it may be, we help

them to ruin them, but have no concern in the faving of

them.

You may love to fpend a merry evening, to go to a play,

or a horfe-race, with them; but on the other hand, you can-

not bear the thoughts of going to a fermon, or a religious

fociety, with them ; no, you would fing the fongs of the

drunkard, but you will not fing hymns, with them ; this is

not polite enough, this is unbecoming a gentleman of tafte,

unfafhionable, and only practifed among a parcel of enthufiails

and madmen.

Thus
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Thus, you will be (o uncharitable as to join hand in hand
|

with thofe who are haftening to their own damnation, while \

you will not be fo charitable as to aflift them in being brought
j

from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto •

God. But this, this, my dear brethren, is the greateft cha- -i

rity, as can be, to fave a foul from death : this is of far greater

advantage, than relieving the body of a fellow-creature : for

the moft miferable obje6t as could be, death would deliver it

from all. But death, to thofe who are not born again, would

be fo far from being a releafe from all mifery, that it would

"be an inlet to all torment, and that to all eternity. There-

fore, we fhould aiTift, as much as poffible, to keep a foul from

falling into the hands of Satan : for he is the grand enemy of

fouls. How fhould this excite you to watch over your own

and others fouls P for unlefs you are earneft with God, Satan

will be too hard for you. Surely, it is the greateft charity to

watch over one another*s words and adlions, that we may

forewarn each other when danger is nigh, or when the enemy

of fouls approaches.

And if you have once known the value of your own fouls,

and know what it is to be fnatched as brands out of the burn-

ing fire, you will be felicitous that others may be brought out

of the fame flate. It is not the leading of a moral life, being

honeft, and paying every man his juft due 5 this is not a prodf

of your being in a ftate of grace, or of being born again,

and renewed in the fpirit of your minds : No, you may die

honeft, juft, charitable, and yet not be in a ftate of falva-

tion.

It is not the preaching of that morality, which moft of our

pulpits now bring forth, that is fufticient to bring you from

fin unto God. I faw you willing to learn, and yet were ig-

norant of the neceflity of being born again, regenerated, of

having all old things done away, and all things becoming

new in your fouls : I could not bear, my brethren, to fee you

in the highway to dcftrudion, and none to bring you back.

It was \o\Q to your fouls, it was a defue to fee Christ

formed
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formed in you, which brought nie into the fielJs, the high-

ways, and hedges, to preach unto you Jesus, a crucified

Jesus as dying tor you. It was charity, indeed it was charity

to your fouls, which has expofed me to the prefcnt ill treat-

ment of my letter-learned brethren.

Therefore, let me advife you to be charitable to the fouls

of one another ; that is, by advifing them with all love and

tendernefs, to follow after Christ, and the things which be-

long to their immortal peace, before they be for ever hid from

their eyes.

I now proceed, in the

Tlnrd place, to fhew when your charity is of the right

kind.

And here, my brethren, I (hall fiiew, F'lrji^ When it is

noti and. Secondly^ When it is of the right kind.

I. F/r/?, Your charity is not of the right kind, when It

proceeds from worldly views or ends.

If it is to be feen of men, to receive any advantage from

them, to be efteemed, or to gain a reputation in the world ;

or if you have any pride in it, and expecl to reap benefit from

God merely for it ; if all, or each of thefs is the end of your

charity, then it is all in vain
;
your charity does not proceed

from a right end, but you are hereby deceiving your own
fouls. If you give an alms purely to be obferved by man, or

as expelling favour from God, merely on the account thereof,

then you have not the glory of God, or the benefit of your

fellow-creatures at heart, but merely yourfelf: this, this is

not charity. Nor,

Secondly, Is that true charity, when we give any thing io

our fellow-creatures purely to indulge them in vice : this is

id far from being charity, that it is a fin, both againlf God,

and a^ainfl our fellovz-creaturcs. And yet, this is as common.



[ 236 ]

as it is fiiifu], to carry our friends, under a fpecious pretence

of charity, to one or the other entertainment, with no other

view, but to make them j;uilty of excefs. Hereby you are

gulry of a double fm : we are not to fm ourfelves, much lefs

Ihould we endeavour to make another fm likewife. But,

Thirdly^ Our charity comes from a right end, when it pro-

ceeds from love to God, and for the welfare both of the

body and foul of our fellow-creatures.

When this is the fole end of relieving our diftrefTed fellow-

creatures, then our charity comes from a right end, and we
may expect to reap advantage by it : this is the charity which

is pleafing to GcD. God is well pleafed, when all our a6tions

proceed from love, love to himfelf, and love to immortal fouls.

Confider, my dear brethren, that it was love for fouls,

that brought the blefled Jesus down from the bofom of his

Father; that made him, who was equal in power and glory,

to come and take upon him our nature ; that caufed the

Lord of life to die the painful, ignominious, and accurfed

death of the crofs. It was love to immortal fouls, that

brought this blefied Jesus among us. And O that we might

hence confider how great the value of fouls was and is ; it

was that which made Jesus to bleed, pant, and die. And
furely fouls muft be of infinite worth, which made the Lamb
of God to die fo fliameful a death.

And fliall not this make you have a true value for fouls ?

It is of the greateft worth : and this, this is the greatefl cha-

rity, when it comes from love to God, and from love to

fouls. This will be a charity, the fatisfadion of which will

laft to all eternity. O that this may mak€ you have fo much
regard for the value of fouls, as not to negledt all opportuni-

ties for the doing of them good : here is fomething worth

having charity for, becaufe they remain to all eternity,

Therefoie^ let me earneftly befeech you both to confider the

worth of immortal fouls, and let your charity extend to them,

that by your ad vice and admonition, you may be an inftru-

i
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ment, in the hands of God, in bringing fouls to the LoRil

I

Jesus.

I am in the next place to confider,

Fourthly^ Why this charity, or grace of love never faileth.

And it never faileth in rcfpedl of its proceeding from an

unchangeable God. We are not to undcrftand, that our

charity is always the fame : No, there may, and frequently

are, ebbs and flowings ; but ftili it never totally faileth : No,
the grace of love remaineth for ever. There is, and will be,

a charity to all who have erred and run aftray from God. Wc
cannot be eafy to fee fouls in the highway to deftruotion, and

not ufe our utmofl endeavour to bring them back from fin,

and (hrw them the dreadful confequence of running into evil.

Chrifl.ans cannot bear to fee thofe fouls for whom Christ
d.ed, per^fh for want of knowledge: and if they fee any of

thi^ bodies of their fellow-creatures in want, they will do the

utmolt in their power to relieve them.

Charity will never fail, among thofe who have a true love

to the Lord Jesus, and know the value of fouls : they will

be cnaritable to thofe who are in diftrefs. And thus you fee,

that true charity, if it proceeds from a right end, never

faileth.

I now proceed, my brethren, in the

Lajl place, to exhort all of you, high and low, rich and

poor, one with another, to practice this valuable and com-

mendable duty of charity.

It is not rolling in your coaches, taking your pleafure, and

not confidering the miferies of your fellow-creatures, that is

commendable or praife-worthy j but the relieving your di-

ftjefled poor fellow-creatures, is valuable and praife-worthy

wherever it is found. But alas ! bow very few of our gay

^nd polite gentlemen confider their poor friends 3 rather they

defpife.
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defpifc, and do not regard them. They can Indulge them-

fdves in the follies of hfe, and had much rather fpend their

cflates in I lifts and pleafures, while the poor all round them

are not thought worthy to be fet with the dogs of their flock.

If you have an abundance of the things of this world, then

you are efteemed as companions for the polite and gay in life ;

but if vou are poor, then you muft not expe61: to find any fa-

vour, but be hated, or not thought fit for company or coji-

verfation : and if you have an abundance of the things of

this life, and do not want any affiftance, then you have many

ready to help you. My dear brethren, I do not doubt but

your own experience is a proof of my aflertions ; as alfo, that

if any come into diftrefs, then thofe, who promifed to give

relief, quite forget what they promife, and will defpife, becaufe ^
Providence has frowned. But this is not adding like thofe

who are bound for the hezv^nly Jsrufakm ; thus our hearts

and our a6lions give our lips the lie : for if we profefs the

name of Christ, and do not depart from all iniquity, we are

not thofe, who are worthy of being efleemcd chriftians

indeed.

For, if we have not charity, we are not chriflians : charity

is the great duty of chriftians : and where is our chriftianity,

if we want charity ? Therefore, let me befcech you to exer-

cife charity to your diftrefied fellow-creatures. Indeed, my
dear brethren, this is truly commendable, truly valuable; and

therefore, I befeech you, in the bowels of tender mercy to

Christ, to confider his poor diftrefled members ; exercife,

exercife, I befeech you, this charity : if you have no gom-

paflion, you are not true difciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.

I humbly beg you to confider thofe who want relief, and are

really deftitute, and relieve them according to your abilities.

Confider, that the more favourable Providence has been to

you, it ftiould make you the more earneft and folicitous to

relieve thofe whom you may find in diftrefs : it is of the ut-

moft confequence, what is well pleafing to your fellpw-crea-

tures, and doing your duty to GoD.

When you are called from hence, then all riches and

grandeur will be over 3 the grave will make no diftindlion ;

great
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great eftates will be of no figniticatioin in the other world •

and if you have made a bad ufe of the talent which God hath

put into your hands, it will be only an aggravation of your
condemnation at the great day of account, when God (hall

come to demand your fouls, and to call you to an account, for

the ufe to which you have put the abundance of the things of
this life.

To conclude, let me once more befeech each of you to

a<St according to jhe circumftances of life, which God, in

his rich and free mercy, has given you.

If you were fenfible of the great confequences which would

attend your ading in this charitable manner, and confidercd

it as a proof of your love to God, the loving his members ;

you could not be uncharitable in your tempers, nor fail to

relieve any of your diftrelTed fellow creatures.

Confider hovir eafy it is for many of you, by putting your

mites together, to help one who is in diitrefs ; and how can

you tell, but that the little you give, may be the means of

biinging one from diftrefs into flourifiiing circumftances;

and then, if there is a true fplrit of a chriftian in them, they

can never be fufficiently thankful to God the author, and to

you as the inftrument, in being fo great a friend to them in

their melancholy circumftances : confider alfo, once more,

how much better your account will be at the day of judgment,

and what peace of confcience you will enjoy. How fatisfac-

tory muft be the thought of having relieved the widow and

the fatherlefs ? This is recommended by the Lord Jesus

Christ, and has been pradifed in all ages of the church :

and therefore, my brethren, be ye now found in the pra^Stice

of this duty.

I have been the larger upon this, becaufe our enemies fay

>ve deny all moral anions ; but, blefled be God, they fpeak

againft us without caufe : we highly value them ; but we

fay, that faith in Christ, the love of God, and being born

again, are of infinite more worth 3 but you cannot be true

chriftians
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eliriillans without having charity to your fellow- creatures, be

they friends or enemies, if in diftrefs. And, therefore, exert

yourfelves in this duty, as is commanded by the bleiled Jesus :

and if you have true charity, you fhall live and reign with,

him for ever.

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the

Holy Ghoft, be all honour, power, glory, might, ma-

jefty, and dominion, both now and for evermore. Jmen^

SERMON


